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VALVE MAINTENANCE
"93" SERIES THREAD FORM: The thread form used on these thru-hull fittings and king-nuts is a non-tapered buttress
type of thread design. This thread form has a higher load carrying capacity, particularly for polymeric materials. Warning,
a standard pipe threaded thru-hull fitting will not fit with the king-nut on these valves. For a standard pipe
threaded thru-hull fitting, use our valves that have standard female pipe thread outlets instead of a king-nut base. A
buttress thread design with the same amount of clearance as for a conventional pipe thread will give the impression of
greater looseness. However, when the joint is taken up tight, there is a greater area of surface between threads with the
buttress thread form.
As with any threaded pipe assembly, Teflon® tape or other thread compounds should be applied to the thru-hull threads
for a watertight connection. These are not “self sealing”
KING-NUT INSTALLATION: The fully assembled valve is threaded onto the bedding coated thru-hull fitting and tightened down by turning either the thru-hull fitting or the king-nut/valve assembly. A firm, hand-tight mount is sufficient, but if
preferred, the nut can be torqued to a maximum of 12 foot-pounds. If it is desired to additionally fasten the king-nut to the
backing block with screws, there is provision for such, but it is completely unnecessary. On the backside of the king-nut
there are four (4) blind ¼" holes. These may be drilled through to the front side before installation to allow for roundheaded screw fasteners.
VALVE CONNECTIONS: It is recommended that all hose barb connections be made using two (2) all stainless steel
hose clamps. For ½" and ¾" barbs, use 3/8" wide hose clamps. For 1" and larger connections, use ½" wide hose clamps.
If the valve configuration being used has a female pipe threaded inlet, use care in the installation of the pipe nipple or
elbow. Use a Teflon® tape or pipe sealant. Be sure you are not cross threading by improper alignment and do not torque
more than 12 foot-pounds.
MAINTENANCE:
FORESPAR® MARELON® Thru-hull/seacocks are corrosion free and provide great peace of mind in that regard.
They are relatively maintenance free. Generally, lubrication is not required. What is required is to open and close them
on a regular basis (4 times a year minimum). The frequency this is required is determined by two (2) things, whether the
valves are routinely kept open or closed, and the rate of
sea growth (weed and barnacles) in your area. If the rate of
fouling is high and the valves are not actuated regularly,
this build up of growth can cause any valve to turn hard or
not at all. If the valve becomes stiff due to lack of use and
sea growth build-up, it must be cleaned. The restriction of
flow into the valve may cause harm to the machinery it
serves and the valve may seize if not maintained. DO NOT
DISASSEMBLE VALVE OR LOOSEN BOLTS EXCEPT IN
EXTREME EMERGENCIES. All valves are factory pressure tested before shipping. Any adjustments to the bolts
will void this testing and may void warranties.
All MARELON® integrated valves have a removable plug
in the handle (white cap with loop). This plug is made to fit
into the external thru-hull (non-screened style only). In an
emergency, this plug can be placed in the thru-hull (water
pressure will keep it in) and the valve disassembled while
the boat is in the water. Someone must get wet, but the
boat does not need to be hauled for valve repairs. By tying
a lanyard to the cap, you need only get wet once.
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